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Warning From Bikini 


As reported in Between The 
Lines, July 22, 1946, the official 
pattern for dealing with the atom- 
ic bomb has been to convince the 
public that the bomb is just an- 
other weapon, Army leaders do 
not want armies to become out 
of date, Navy chiefs do not want 
navies to become obsolete. Yet 
nearly all nuclear scientists be- 
lieve that armies and navies, as 
we have kmown them, have be- 
come almost totally useless. How- 
ever, such voices for the most part 
are hardly being heard by the 
public, while a scientist of any 
rank can get all the space he 
wants if he will only say that the 
atomic bomb is just a new varia- 
tion in the evolution of weapons, 
and that armies and navies will 
remain comparatively unchalleng- 
ed. 

This dangerous situation is well 
portrayed by one prominent au- 
thority who has dared to tell 
what he thinks regardless of 
Army and Navy pressure, William 
L. Laurence, who has served as 
special observer for the War De- 
partment and was thus permitted 
to see four of the five atomic bomb 
explosions so far produced, wrote 
a report for the New York Times 
after the Bikini tests. His reports, 
while carefully avoiding any in- 
dictment of the Army and Navy, 
which had extended him many 
favors, revea] the great serious- 
ness of the situation. 

When he returned from Bikimi, 
stated Mr. Laurence, he was 
amazed to note how the public at- 
titude had changed toward the 
problem of the atomic bomb. 

“Before Bikini the world stood 
in awe of this new cosmic force 
which, concentrated in one rather 
small package, could destroy a 
large city, kill and maim hundreds 
of thousands and bring the sur- 
render of an army of 5,000,000 
men without the firing of a shot. 
Since Bikini this feeling of awe 
has largely evaporated and has 
been supplamted by a sense of 
relief unrelated to the grim real- 
ity of the situation. Having lived 
with a nightmare for nearly a 
year, the average citizen is now 
only too glad to grasp at the flim- 

(continued on next page) 


M°st MEN MOVE DULLY, dragging their minds far behind the 

events and transformations of history. They slowly become con- 
scious today of what happened and reshaped their world a genera- 
tion ago. But the informed Christian mind walks with history; looks 
forward into the shaping up of transitions; has the joy of sharing in 
these maturing events by thought, discussion and action. Jesus had 
more than a full stomach in mind when He said that we should live 
abundantly! 


X-Ray and Forecast 


EPORT FROM LATIN AMERICA, Newsman and Americans 
living in Latin America agree that there are going to be many 
changes in those areas in the coming months. The Catholic Church 
is fighting a tremendous underground war to prevent the young stu- 
dent and young adult groups, which have benefited by the great in- 
crease in educational facilities and have thus become awakened to the 
traditionally sluggish and stifling influence of the Church upon all 
forms of progress, from becoming associated with liberal and radi- 
cal elements. Such groups often come under communist influence and 
leadership and frequently and openly fight the Church. The Church 
is prepared to back any so-called youth leader or labor leader who 
will promote reforms but will also declare his allegiance to the 
Church. That is the background of Peron of Argentina. In almost all 
Latin American countries, the Catholic hierarchy is launching renew- 
ed onslaughts against the Protestants. Tons of propaganda are being 
scattered in Argentina, Venezuela, Brazil and Mexico to the effect that 
Protestants are communists in disguise, deny God, and believe in free 
love and devil worship! The propaganda varies as to details, but that 
is its general tone. 

There is a widely felt letdown over all of South America now 
that American dollars are no longer pouring in, If the American peo- 
ple really knew how those dollars were turned loose and what was 
done with them, it would touch off quite a blowup in the political 
machinery in Washington. Almost every Latin American country now 
is having to go back to the idea of earning an honest living, after sev- 
eral years of floating along on a tide of utterly uncontrolled and 
wasted American dollars. The transition is going to be hard and will 
bring trouble in many areas, politically as well as economically. For 
instance, a lively secret flow of surplus guns and ammunition is 
known to be going out of different United States ports to Latin 
American countries. Apparently some of the companies that are buy- 
ing up surplus war materials are promptly selling them to South 
American factions who are arming for future events. The arms are 
being paid for by American war dollars and the whole thing is being 
manipulated by American outfits that operate in the dark. 

But the threat of persecution that hangs like a cloud over all 
Protestants south of the border is the most important thing right now 
to the Christian mind. As BETWEEN THE LINES has reported in the 
past, violent outbreaks bringing death, injury and destruction to Prot- 
estants at the hands of priest-inspired mobs are not infrequent, al- 
though such news is completely suppressed in the American press by 
Catholic pressure. 


(continued on next page) 


Aftermath of War 


Reports of the American Friends 
(Quaker) Service relief workers 
in Europe and Asia bring the 
most revealing and heart-search- 
ing words. The Friends workers 
as a rule are not associated with 
the usual UNRRA channels which 
have unfortunately been subjected 
to intolerable and shameful polit- 
ical pressure by the rival world 
powers. The Friends workers op- 
erate independently with funds 
coming almost entirely from 
Christian sources. They are chief- 
ly young people who serve for lit- 
tle or no remuneration and hence 
whose labors and sincere spirit 
are accepted with deep respect 
wherever they appear, We read 
many general and abstract state- 
ments in the press concerning the 
human side of world problems. 
Here are reports that deal with 
specifics; that give us an unusual 
glimpse of human need and the 
human spirit close to the ground 
where men actually live. 


Poland 


William Edgerton, Friends rep- 
resentative in Poland, has 
been distributing relief food and 
clothing and helping to revive wel- 
fare activities, He reports: 

Amelia Kurlandska was active 
in peace work before the war, and 
her convictions have survived all 
the immeasurable horrors that 
this war has brought. It was an 
impressive eXporjence to hear a 
Pole who had lived through more 
than five years of occupation and 
the Warsaw insurrection talk so 
calmly, objectively, and with such 
gentleness of spirit about what 
the war had meant. She says she 
had not quite realized it was pos- 
sible for human beings to do to 
one another such things as the 
Germans did here; but this is said 
without hatred or even any par- 
ticular bitterness, rather in a tone 
of sorrow over the depths to 
which the war has revealed it is 
possible for human beings to fall. 
She feels deep misgivings about 
the present wholesale shifting of 
populations and the mad effort of 
nations to rid themselves of all 
minorities, believing it is good for 
nations to have minorities, because 

(continued on next page) 





Warning from Bikini 
(continued) 


siest means that would enable him 
to regain his peace of mimd.” 

Most people, said Mr, Laurence, 
expected the Bikini bomb to sink 
the target fleet, to kill all the ani- 
mals aboard, and to create alarm- 
ing upheavals of nature. When 
none of these happened, the atom- 
ic bomb was written off, by many 
people, as just another weapon. 

. something for the profession- 
al military men to worry about, 
but nothing for the average citi- 
zen to be concerned about. 

(Mr, Laurence carefully avoids 
relating how Army and Navy pub- 
licity created this reaction after 
the average citizen had long stood 
horrified by the destruction of 
Nagasaki and Hiroshima.—Ed.) 


The President’s two evaluation 
boards following the Bikini tests 
presented reports which have fail- 
ed to emphasize that future wars 
will be waged, not with single 
atomic bombs, but with hundreds 
and thousands of atomic bombs; 
that, as pointed out by Dr. J. Rob- 
ert Oppenheimer, atomic bombs 
will fairly soon be easy to make 
and comparatively inexpensive; 
that, while at present atomic 
bombs can be manufactured only 
by the United States, in five or 
ten years other nations will have 
worked out or otherwise obtained 
the secret of making them, 


Mr. Laurence further says: 
“The Bikini tests have yielded an- 
other lesson of utmost significance 
to our strategists that is not 
touched on in the reports to the 
President. Watching the cloud of 
death that spread over the Bikini 
fleet, this observer considered it 
obvious that amphibious invasions 
such as that in North Africa, 
Italy and Normandy would be- 
come impossible against an enemy 
possessing atomic bombs. 

“A few atomic bombs exploded 
in the air and under water would 
mot only sink all the invasion 
craft but also kill every man 
aboard them. Those who by mira- 
cle might escape the blast and 
heat would surely die by the in- 
visible, all-penetrating radiation. 

“Had the Germans possessed an 
atomic bomb, they would not have 
had to wait until the invasion got 
under way. Thev vould have de- 
stroyed all @ugland before the in- 
vasien could be organized.” 

A further point to be consider- 
ed, declares the Times writer, is 
that the atomic bomb would not 
only be used against an enemy’s 
armed forces, but would also be 
used as a terror weapon to demor- 
alize and destroy whole cities, in- 
dustries and populations, For in- 
stance, a rain of atomic bombs on 
the United States could wipe out 
40,000,000 people in one night, de- 
stroy most of our vital industries, 
and demolish harbors and naval 
bases. “Deprived of these, ships at 
sea would be left completely help- 
less after their supplies of ammu- 
nition, food and fuel had been ex- 
hausted.” (Bold face type ours— 
Ed.) 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


BACKGROUND FOR ELECTION. The story of Greece in the war 
and in these troubled days of peace is one that has never been 
fully reported to the American public. 

During the war, Churchill made desperate efforts to persuade the 
American command that the attack on Germany should be made 
through the Balkans instead of the western front. He was overruled 
by the American command which saw in the Churchill plan not a way 
to win the war as quickly but a plan whereby the British empire 
might hedge Russia from approaching the Mediterranean area while 
the Nazis were being defeated. 

The invasion was made from the west, and as Churchill foresaw, 
Russia swiftly spread throughout the Balkans. It was at that point 
that Churchill moved with dramatic suddenness and hurled large 
British forces into Greece with orders to treat the Greeks as a con- 
quered people until all threat of a communist coup was ended. The 
Greeks hated the British for Britain’s long domination and multiple 
exploitation of Greek commercial life. (Practically all Greek public 
utilities,—power, light, telephones,—are British owned.) But the mid- 
dle and upper classes hated and feared the Russians more than they 
did the British. A powerful communistic bloc had grown up among 
the Greek workers and landless tenants (who had been the backbone 
of the Greek resistance movement) and was prepared to take over the 
Greek government at the time that Churchill intervened. British troops 
battled these communist forces until they had been driven out of the 
principal cities and a government favorable to the conservative British 
viewpoint had been established. It was that government, dependent 
upon British forces for its life, that in reporting to the UN, when Rus- 
sia brought charges of intervention, said that the British forces in 
Greece were there at the desire of the Greek people and not as a men- 
ace to its peace. The British gave full support to the conservative 
party sponsoring the return of the Greek monarchy; they did not sup- 
press the moderate liberals who opposed the return of the King, but 
UNRRA funds and other powerful influences were secretly used to 
strengthen the hand of the monarchists and to weaken the hold of the 
liberal group which opposed the return of the King. The King, in- 
cidentally, spent the war years in a princely suite in a fashionable Lon- 
don hotel under British protection. So the British shot and imprisoned 
the communists until communist power was broken, and gave over- 
whelming support to the extreme conservatives, who would restore 
the King, while they politely starved out the liberals who opposed the 
King. Then the elections were held and the King was restored. 

Before we censure the British for their action in Greece, let us 
consider what would have happened if the communists had taken 
over. The Russians would have had full access to the Mediterranean; 
the life line of the empire would have been exposed—a dagger at its 
throat. The British do not want to give up the empire and lose the 
commercial structure by which England has fed itself for generations, 
but on the other hand, the truth should be known that the British tac- 
tics used in Greece were very much like those used by the Russians in 
Poland, Rumania and elsewhere. 

.The forecast regarding this situation is that the communists will 
continue to work. They will foment underground rebellions and will 
no doubt strike when England is involved elsewhere. Then the Greek 
king will fall before a communist-dominated “people’s government.” 
This will probably be one of the focal points of the approach of 
World War Ill, if such a catastrophe cannot be avoided. 


BACKGROUND FOR PALESTINE. For years readers of BETWEEN 

THE LINES have had forecasts of the events now developing in 
Palestine and the strategic Near East where Europe and Asia meet. 
These events are of primary importance to every American citizen be- 
cause the Near East, as it embraces the eastern Mediterranean, Greece, 
the oil of Arabia and the gateways to the immeasurable markets of 
Asia, is at the hub of the war-like developments between Russia and 
the Anglo-American world. We outlined many months ago the three 
or four lines of development which would take place, and these fore- 
casts are now either partially or completely fulfilled: 

First, we warned that American investments would be enticed 
into the Near East oil area to draw in and guarantee American sup- 
port of traditional British and French empire policies; 


(continued on next page) 





Warning from Bikini 


(continued) 

(Navy propaganda has made 
much of the point that all big 
fleets have to do from now on to 
reduce the atomic bomb to com- 
parative harmlessness is to spread 
out!—Ed.) 


The Bikini tests provided im- 
portant information to potential 
enemies: One atomic bomb ex- 
ploded in the air greatly harms 
superstructures of major ships 
within a half-mile radius and 
causes serious injury to large 
numbers of the crews; unprotect- 
ed personnel within one mile of 
an air-burst atomic bomb will 
suffer high casualties by intense 
neutron and gamma _ radiation, 
blast and heat; an under-water 
explosion could sink major ships 
from 500 to 1,500 feet away, and 
could throw millions of tons of 
highly radioactive water on the 
decks and into the hulls of ves- 
sels, burning all living things 
aboard with invisible and painless 
but deadly radiation, 

Equipped with this information, 
an enemy would know just how 
to use his atomic bombs so as to 
destroy a harbor, the ships in it 
and every living thing aboard the 
ships. Nor is this all. The long- 
range guided missiles which trav- 
el at 5,000 miles an hour at alti- 
tudes of several miles, will doubt- 
less be used as atomic bomb car- 
riers in any catastrophic war of 
the future. 

“If there is anything the world 
needs much more than further Bi- 
kini tests,” said Mr, Laurence, “it 
is a reawakening of the conscious- 
ness to the fact that the atomic 
bomb is not just another weapon 
against which our military minds 
will find a defense, but the great- 
est cataclysmic force ever released 
on earth. Unless some means are 
found for its control, it will in- 
evitably lead to the destruction of 
civilization. 

“Despite the unanimous warn- 
ings of the leading scientists who 
developed the bomb and know 
its potentialities, this appalling 
fact had not yet been fully im- 
pressed on the minds and hearts 
of the peoples of the world when 
the Bikini tests were made. Nor, 
judging by their remarks, had 
this been fully grasped by the rep- 
resentatives of some of the world’s 
leading nations, 

“The Bikini tests diverted, at 
least temporarily, the world’s at- 
tention from the greatest danger 
that had ever faced it... 

“[The peoples and statesmen of 
the world] must learn to heed the 
scientists’ warning that no de- 
fense against the atomic bomb is 
possible other than the elimina- 
tion of war and the effective in- 


ternational control of atomic 
weapons.” 
Aftermath of War 


(continued) 
in that way they come to know 
each other better. 
Jadwiga Bialowiejska, who was 
a relief worker with the Anglo- 


(continued on next page) 





Aftermath of War 


(continued) 

American Quaker mission in Po- 
land after the First World War, 
also spoke unemotionally and mat- 
ter-of-factly about her recent ex- 
perience. She told one story with 
a sense of satisfaction, as if to 
reassure herself that not all Ger- 
mans were really like most of 
those that Warsaw had known. 
The section of Warsaw in which 
she lived was cleared of all its 
Polish inhabitants so as to be giv- 
en over to imported German 
workers, and her apartment was 
taken over by a civilian German 
girl who had come to Poland to 
work in the branch office of some 
Munich company. Jadwiga be- 
came acquainted with this girl, 
who came to like the Polish peo- 
ple so much that she actually said 
she preferred Poland to her own 
Germany, When it finally became 
noticed that she was mixing with 
Polish people and she was sent 
back to Munich, she left with deep 
regret. 

Shortly after we met Marian 
Lubecki, he invited us to go with 
him to the meeting for worship 
of a little group called the Com- 
munity of Love. Up two flights of 
stairs remaining in a hollow shell 
of a building in Nowogrodska 
Street, we were welcomed into a 
room about ten feet by twelve. 
There was a bed on one side of 
the room, a plain table at one end, 
next to the window, and a built- 
in tile stove in the corner beside 
the door. When we had entered, 
there were twelve people in that 
small room, gathered to worship 
together. 

Their form of worship was an un- 
programmed meeting based on si- 
lence, but it seems to be an out- 
growth of their own spiritual life 
rather than a result of any Qua- 
ker influence, Marian Lubecki, 
who is the leader, is a teacher in 
a secondary school. The couple in 
whose room we met are a former 
weaver, who now does various 
odd jobs, and his wife—a couple 
whose honest, artless goodness is 
testified to by the very atmosphere 
of their room. Another member is 
a man in his middle thirties who is 
now studying philosophy at the 
University of Warsaw. Among the 
others are a young girl, hardly 
out of her ’teens, who comes alone, 
and a woman of perhaps fifty-five 
or sixty. Altogether, it is a group 
of widely different backgrounds, 
yet one senses a unity of spirit- 
ual experience that holds it to- 
gether. 

Here, in the ruins of a building 
that was deliberately burned by 
the Germans as an act of ven- 
geance after the Insurrection, there 
was no hatred toward the Ger- 
mans. I remember hearing one of 
them pray: “Bless the German 
people, bless the Jewish people, 
bless the Polish people, bless all 
human beings and all living crea- 
tures everywhere.” During the war, 
Marian Lubecki was still in con- 
tact with Leonhard Friedrich, the 
German Quaker publisher, and re- 
ceived the booklets that finally 


(continued in third column) 
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Before the new forms of America’s economic life have been establish- 
ed we will inevitably have days of greater unrest than we now can fore- 
see. If men will oppose each other so vigorously now when there are 
plenty of jobs, what will they do when the civilian goods demand has 
been saturated and they really start to fight—not for a raise in wages, but 
for the right to work at all? Experts in the field of the social sciences 
warn that everything then will depend on “social controls.” But what are 
“social controls’? They are the attitudes within men that give them tol- 
erance, patience, understanding and good will. But these are basic ele- 
ments of the spiritual world. Hence “social controls” are in reality spir- 
itual controls. The future of America depends much more on the way 
men think in their hearts than upon their wages and profits and economic 
theories. 





X-Ray and Forecast (cowinued) 


Second, that efforts would be made to use the Jewish problem as 
the wedge to gain American military participation in the policing of 
Near East areas to prevent disturbances between the Jews and the 
Arabs; (As every diplomat knows, and as is openly admitted in 
Washington, the war between Jew and Arab is only a sideshow. In 
fact, London empire officials are skillfully using the Palestinian crisis 
to further long range plans to line up United States military power 
with the British and French against Russia all the way from Palestine 
to Hong Kong.) 

Third, that there would be recognition of Russia’s long standing 
attachment to the Moslem world, a matter that was kept hushed up 
for some time in the usual news reports available to the American 
public. 

The Russians believe that the world capitalistic powers are pre- 
paring to use the Near East as the springboard of attack in the war 
against Russia. The Russians are not without support in their fears, 
for it is common talk in American military circles that when the war 
with Russia comes, the air attacks will be over the Arctic, the land in- 
vasions up from the Near East to split Russia in half. We charge the 
Russians with being suspicious of us, but those military plans are 
on desks in Washington now! So they’re suspicious of our plans and 
we're suspicious of theirs. 

As we have pointed out before, the reason for world capitalistic 
interest in the Near East is that that area is the world’s richest store- 
house of oil. British-French-Dutch world imperialism has been held 
together by the British fleet whose life blood is the oil of Arabia. The 
new air fleets, that are taking the place of the old navies, also look 

(continued on next page) 


Aftermath of War 


(continued) 


led to Friedrich’s imprisonment. 
Marian translated this passage 
from one of them: 

“Be true in upholding our wit- 
ness against all war, all violence, 
and all belief in violence, as irre- 
concilable with the spirit and 
teaching of Jesus, Live in the spirit 
that takes away the occasion of 
all wars. Seek to do your duty in 
the service of reconciliation be- 
tween individuals, groups and na- 
tions. Let the law of friendship 
have no frontiers. Show loving 
reverence toward all of God’s crea- 
tures.” 

“And that was published in Ger- 
many during the war,’ Marian 
told the group, They were deeply 
impressed, and asked me to send 
friendly greetings to the German 
Quakers, to explain that there were 
some Poles who were not filled 
with hatred toward all Germans. 
I then told them of Anna Cohen’s 
last words to me before I left Mu- 
nich for Poland: “We know there 
is great suffering in Poland today. 
If there is anything at all that we 
here can do to help, please send 
us word.” 

Marian read my copy of the let- 
ter the Halle family in Berlin 
wrote asking that all six of them 
be accepted for one or two years 
of voluntary reconstruction work, 
helping to rebuild what Germany 
had devastated, as a means of ex- 
piation for what they felt to be 
their share of the responsibility, 
even though they had consistently 
refused to have a part in Nazi ac- 
tivities. He asked for a copy that 
he might show to Polish acquain- 
tances who had lost faith in all 
Germans, feeling it was important 
for Poles to know about the exis- 


tence of such Germans as the 
Halles, 


Germany 


From Germany a Friends worker 
reports: 

Since the Nazi party burned all 
“democratic rubbish,” and the Al- 
lies appear to be burning all Nazi 
books, little reading matter is left 
in Germany. Many suggestions 
therefore quite naturally involve 
book projects. A youth book co- 
operative in Germany asks the 
Friends to purchase paper which 
can be shipped to Germany to sup- 
ply the printing presses, ready to 
print books to form the basis of 
discussion groups and youth clubs. 

Obviously it is the German youth 
who in the end will have to re- 
build Germany, Of them Claude 
Shotts, Friends representative in 
the American Zone, writes: “The 
youth of Germany are living in a 
vacuum. They have lost what the 
Hitler Youth Movement offered, 
but there is nothing to take its 
place. As a result they have no 
faith and are inclined to be cyni- 
cal. If the occupying governments 
were only wise enough they would 
not miss the opportunity to pro- 
vide for a creative youth program 
designed to meet the social, recrea- 
tional, educational and religious in- 
terests of German youth.” Here is 


(continued on next page) 





Aftermath of War 


(continued ) 
a real challenge, and one which 
any long-term program for Ger- 
many and Central Europe must be 
prepared to meet, 


India 

The work of Albert B. Moorman 
with the Friends Service Unit in 
India has been primarily concerned 
with teaching microscopic analysis 
in the diagnosis of disease to local 
people working on health problems. 
He reports: 

The village of Hyderabad in 1945 
lost by famine and disease at least 
seven hundred people—or one-third 
of its population—in about four 
months. The effects of this catas- 
trophe are still felt in the poor 
health of many of the survivors 
and in the disruption of the eco- 
nomic life of the area. I was told 
that about seventy per cent of the 
weavers had died, and there is no 
doubt that the decrease in the num- 
ber of people working ‘in essential 
occupations is a severe blow to the 
village economy. 

At Hyderabad I was lodged in 
a room of the same building which 
housed the dispensary, an excep- 
tionally good building for that lo- 
cality, built of brick with concrete 
floor. My meals were served in a 
hut of bamboo with a corrugated 
iron roof. The main dish was al- 
ways rice, eaten with the fingers 
in Bengali style, and with that 
were dal (lentil soup), pieces of 
curried egg, curried fish, curried 
vegetables, Sometimes there was 
a bowl of hot boiled milk, bananas 
and rice for dessert, As a guest, 
I was served much better food than 
is usual for a villager. Rice and 
dal is the usual diet, very lacking 
in vitamins and essential mate- 
rials. It is the main reason why 
our vitamin pills have produced 
such marked results. 

The dispensary, under the Peo- 
ple’s Relief Committee, receives 
most of its supplies through the 
Bengal Medical Relief Coordina- 
tion Committee and the American 
Friends Service Committee. The 
doctor in charge of the dispensary, 
a young licensed practitioner, not 
a fully qualified M.D., has as an 
assistant a young veterinary sur- 
geon, who quit a government job 
at the time of the famine in order 
to help here. The dispensary is 
open three to five hours daily and 
is attended by an average of over 
one hundred patients. In the eve- 
nings the doctor and assistant visit 
more seriously ill patients in this 
and nearby villages. All treatment 
and medicines are free, for these 
patients are on the edge of desti- 
tution and quite unable to pay for 
medical care. 

During my stay of two weeks 
I gave the doctor and his assistant 
training in the use of the micro- 
scope. The emphasis was laid on 
blood and stool examination, One- 
third of the patients whose blood 
I examined had malaria, The In- 
spector who accompanied me to 
Hyderabad had filariasis. Of the 
seven stool examinations I made 
personally, five were positive for 
hookworm. 

(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


upon the British-American pipe-line from Iran through Palestine to 
the Mediterranean as their life blood. 

The thing you’re not being told in the papers is that the reasons 
the British will not allow Jews into Palestine is because they do not 
dare push the Moslem world too far. Arabian armies, in a first move 
against Britain, would cut that oil pipe-line which is the artery of 
empire and would turn to Russia for support. President Truman has 
been accused of a diplomatic blunder in urging the British to admit 
a hundred thousand Jews to Palestine, if he is to continue to pose as 
a good ally of world empire powers. The British cannot let a hundred 
thousand Jews in without war with the Moslem world. So the Jews 
continue to cry, with considerable justification, that the British “are 
trading Jewish blood for Arabian oil.” And no doubt Jewish groups 
have been using bribery, false passports and other illegal means to get 
their starving people out of prostrate Europe and into Palestine. 

At this time the Dardanelles begin to move into the picture, and 
at no place are the American people being more shamefully deceived 
by suppression and twisting of news than that this should be made an 
issue of war between the United States and Russia. 

When World War I ended, Turkey, as a German ally, had been 
especially guilty not only of helping the Kaiser, but also of using the 
war as a smoke screen to carry out the most bloody massacre of inno- 
cent people the world has ever known . . . the slaughter of the Chris- 
tian Armenians. The world was shocked and outraged by these heart- 
less butcheries and demanded that Turkey be brought to justice. But 
as any close student of history will testify, British statesmen inter- 
vened and protected Turkey. 

The Bolshevik revolution had already taken place in Russia. The 
British, then as now, were determined to bar Russia from the Medi- 
terranean world. Before the peace of Versailles had been established 
and World War I was really over, British, Dutch and French empire 
diplomats had politically embraced the blood-stained Turkish gov- 
ernment, had rearmed Turkey, which had just been fighting against 
them, had reestablished powerful forts along the strategic Dardanelle 
Straits and had made a secret deal that in return for unlimited finan- 
cial support and arms supplies to Turkey, the Turks would be party 
to a pact uniting Britain, France and Turkey for control of the Dar- 
danelles, with Japan sitting on the sidelines. That pact still stands and 
is politely called the Montreux convention in diplomatic circles. 

Now look at the map and see what the Dardanelles mean to Rus- 
sia in world trade—shipping stuff out and getting materials into Rus- 
sia. And also recall that the Nazis are known to have sent their ships 
in and out of the Dardanelles while Russia was fighting a life and 
death struggle with the Nazis. Now the British propose that the Unit- 
ed States take the place of Japan in control of Dardanelles! To Rus- 
sia that means that all her exits into the outer world through the 
south will be completely at the mercy of the four powers that have 
voted as a bloc against her interests since the inception of the United 
Nations, And naturally the American people are not being told what 
Russia’s answer has been to these proposals. Russia is demanding a 
joint Turkish-Russian control of the Dardanelles. That sounds bad to 
us, but Soviet leaders point to the fact that the Dardanelles are only 
200 miles from the Russian border, while the Panama Canal is nearly 
2000 miles from the United States border. 


“TSANSITION IN ENGLAND. The key to any hope of a peaceful 

solution rests with the fortunes of the Laborite government in 
London. The Laborites continue to show a courageous intent to ad- 
just the life of England, for centuries based on an empire of exploita- 
tion, to a new world of social ideals and justice. But an empire can- 
not be transformed into a commonwealth of social states overnight. 
England must eat. The evils of imperialism must be continued for 
some time yet while adjustments are being made from the old world 
to the new. The Laborite government is under tremendous pressure 
from their hungry people at home as well as from the empire invest- 
ment holders who continue both openly and secretly to endeavor to 
wreck the Labor government. Prime Minister Attlee and Mr. Bevin, 
his Foreign Secretary, are in a tight spot and any fair judgment of 
them must be made with sympathy and admiration for the progress 
they have already made and with prayers that that progress may con- 
tinue with sufficient acceleration to avert World War III. 


Aftermath of War 


(continued) 

The people of the locality have 
started a drive to make the dis- 
pensary permanent. It is their only 
free medical help within a day’s 
journey, and is certainly needed as 
a permanent part of the village 
life. A citizen has given land for 
a building, some money has al- 
ready been raised locally, and it is 
hoped that the government will 
also contribute. I attended two 
meetings where the dispensary 
campaign was pushed, and in each 
I had to make a speech in Eng- 
lish, which was then translated 
into Bengali, 


Local people have also started a 
cooperative among the 996 hand- 
loom weavers of the fourteen vil- 
lages in this area. The cooperative 
intends to buy yarn directly from 
the government rationing officers. 
Now the individual weavers must 
buy from middlemen, who often 
cheat them outrageously. 

Some of the old men of the vil- 
lage came to my room in the eve- 
nings, to smoke their hookahs and 
talk. We would compare Indian 
and American agriculture, houses, 
food and clothing, and they took 
great pleasure in teaching me some 
Bengali. The children would watch 
me at work or tag after me if I 
walked through the village, tell- 
ing me the names of objects which 
I asked about. With some of my 
Hyderabad friends who were curi- 
ous about who I was and why I 
was doing this work, I had to 
clear up some common misconcep- 
tions—for instance a belief that I 
was military personnel, that the 
Friends represented the United 
States Government, or that we 
worked in the interests of Ameri- 
can big business, My hottest ar- 
guments (perfectly friendly, of 
course) were with Communist 
friends on the subject of non-vio- 
lence compared to violence ag a 
method for bringing about social 
changes. We ended such arguments 
with no visible change in our con- 
victions but, I believe, with an ap- 
preciation on both sides of the 
other’s point of view. 


The evening I left Hyderabad a 
long procession walked in the 
moonlight about a mile to where 
a small boat was waiting in a 
canal. Four of us got into the boat 
and were poled through water to 
the railway station at Saldanadi, 
reaching it at seven in the morn- 
ing. One of the passengers was a 
woman we were taking to the hos- 
pital at Comilla to be treated for 
a very painful abscess. Most of 
the night the assistant spent heat- 
ing cloth by wrapping it around 
the kerosene lantern and then ap- 
plying it to her chest, She was 
very brave and patient, and stood 
the hard trip well—a mile walk in 
her very weak condition, al] night 
in the crowded boat, an hour’s 
train ride, and the bicycle rick- 
shaw to the hospital. Now she has 
a chance to recover, whereas death 
would have been almost certain 
in the village. It is not pleasant 
to think of the hundreds in this 
area who are not so fortunate. 





